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In the ever-evolving landscape of modern warfare, joint fires play a pivotal
role in achieving mission objectives and safeguarding forces. Joint
Publication JP 09, released in April 2024, serves as the authoritative guide
to joint fire support operations. This comprehensive document provides a
thorough understanding of the principles, roles, and responsibilities
involved in coordinating and executing joint fires.

Principles of Joint Fire Support

Joint Publication JP 09 establishes fundamental principles that govern joint
fire support operations. These principles include:

Unity of Command: Joint fires are conducted under the command
and control of a designated joint force commander.
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Integration: Joint fires are integrated with other combat operations,
such as maneuver, air operations, and intelligence.

Synchronization: Joint fires are synchronized with other elements of
the joint force to achieve maximum effect.

Safety: Joint fire support operations prioritize the safety of friendly
forces and civilians.

Roles and Responsibilities

Joint fire support operations involve a wide range of personnel with distinct
roles and responsibilities. Key roles include:

Joint Force Fires Coordinator (JFFC): The JFFC is responsible for
planning, coordinating, and executing joint fires.

Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC): The JTAC guides and
controls close air support and other precision fires.

Forward Observer (FO): The FO provides target information and
coordinates artillery and mortar fires.

Fire Support Officer (FSO): The FSO is an officer within a maneuver
unit responsible for coordinating fire support.

Types of Joint Fires

Joint Publication JP 09 describes various types of joint fires, each with its
own capabilities and applications:

Artillery: Artillery provides indirect fire support from ground-based
platforms.



Mortars: Mortars provide close-range, indirect fire support.

Close Air Support (CAS): CAS involves the use of aircraft to provide
direct and precision fire support to ground forces.

Naval Gunfire Support (NGS): NGS involves the use of naval ships
to provide direct and indirect fire support to land forces.

Special Operations Forces (SOF): SOF conduct special operations
missions, including fire support operations.

Planning and Execution

Joint Publication JP 09 provides detailed guidance on the planning and
execution of joint fire support operations. Key planning considerations
include:

Mission Analysis: Analyzing the mission objectives and identifying
fire support requirements.

Target Selection: Selecting targets that align with the mission
objectives and minimize collateral damage.

Fire Support Coordination: Coordinating the various types of joint
fires to achieve desired effects.

Execution involves implementing the fire support plan, including:

Target Engagement: Executing fires on identified targets.

Fire Control: Adjusting fire to achieve desired effects and minimize
unintended consequences.



Assessment: Evaluating the effectiveness of fire support and
adjusting the plan as needed.

Joint Publication JP 09 April 2024 is an indispensable resource for military
personnel involved in joint fire support operations. By adhering to the
principles outlined in this document, commanders and operators can
effectively coordinate and execute joint fires to achieve mission objectives,
safeguard friendly forces, and minimize collateral damage. As the demands
of modern warfare evolve, Joint Publication JP 09 will continue to serve as
the authoritative guide to successful joint fire support operations.

To obtain a copy of Joint Publication JP 09 April 2024, please refer to the
official military distribution channels.
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