
The Routledge Anthology of British Women
Playwrights 1777-1843: A Literary
Renaissance
Unveiling the Hidden Legacy

The literary landscape of 18th and 19th-century Britain has long been
dominated by male voices. However, beneath the surface of this patriarchal
society, a vibrant theatrical tradition flourished, fueled by the creativity and
talent of extraordinary women playwrights.
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Now, for the first time, The Routledge Anthology of British Women
Playwrights 1777-1843 unveils the lost voices of these forgotten pioneers.
This groundbreaking collection gathers 20 plays by 17 different women,
shedding light on their significant contributions to British theater.

Forgotten Masterpieces
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The plays showcased in this anthology span a diverse range of genres,
from comedies to tragedies to historical dramas. They tackle universal
themes of love, loss, gender, and social injustice, offering a unique
perspective on the lives and experiences of women in this era.

One of the highlights of the collection is Hannah Cowley's The Belle's
Stratagem (1780),a witty and engaging comedy that satirizes the artificiality
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of aristocratic society. Another must-read is Joanna Baillie's De Montfort
(1798),a powerful tragedy that explores the destructive nature of jealousy.

Challenging Conventions

These women playwrights not only wrote entertaining dramas but also
challenged prevailing social norms and conventions through their work.
Mary Robinson's The Widow (1794) openly criticized the double standards
applied to women and men in society.

Elizabeth Inchbald's Such Things Are (1796) boldly addressed the issue of
divorce, a topic that was taboo at the time. By exploring these controversial
themes, these playwrights pushed the boundaries of what was considered
acceptable in theater.

Literary Renaissance

The Routledge Anthology of British Women Playwrights 1777-1843 is not
just a collection of plays but a catalyst for a literary renaissance. It reignites
interest in the works of these long-overlooked writers, providing a fresh
perspective on British theater history.

By reading these plays, we can appreciate the wit, imagination, and
determination of these remarkable women. They were pioneers in their
field, paving the way for future generations of female playwrights and
artists.

A Must-Read for Scholars and Theater Enthusiasts

This anthology is an essential resource for scholars of theater history and
women's studies. It offers a comprehensive overview of the works of these



women playwrights, providing invaluable insights into their lives and
contributions.

For theater enthusiasts, The Routledge Anthology of British Women
Playwrights 1777-1843 provides a treasure trove of forgotten masterpieces.
It invites us to rediscover the lost voices of these extraordinary women and
celebrate their enduring impact on the world of theater.

The Routledge Anthology of British Women Playwrights 1777-1843 is a
groundbreaking work that brings to light the hidden legacy of women
playwrights. It challenges the traditional narrative of British theater history,
showcasing the significant and often overlooked contributions of these
remarkable pioneers.

By reading these plays, we not only appreciate great art but also witness
the indomitable spirit of women who dared to challenge conventions and
inspire generations to come. This anthology is a must-read for anyone
interested in theater, history, or the empowerment of women.
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Ride the Waves with "Surfer Girl" by Tricia De
Luna: A Captivating Tale of Courage, Love, and
Unforgettable Adventures
Prepare to be swept away by "Surfer Girl," the captivating debut novel by
Tricia De Luna, which has garnered critical acclaim for its...

Cecil Griffiths: The Exiled Olympic Champion
Cecil Griffiths was an Olympic gold medalist in track and field. He was a
talented sprinter and a gifted artist. Griffiths was forced to flee his...
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